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Reflections on the Tree
I. Expanding the Reach
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16 And D'p78 bwin commanded the man, saying: 'Of every tree of the
garden you may certainly eat; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, you shall not eat of it; for in the day that you eat of it you shall
certainly die.
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From where are these things [derived]? Rabbi Yochanan said: For Scripture
says: “And the D'p”X bwn commanded the man, saying, ‘From every tree of
the garden you may surely eat.”” “And He commanded” (iy'/) — these are
the laws [establishing courts]. And so it says: “For | have known him, to the
end that he may command his children, etc.” “The Lord” (‘) — this refers
to the prohibition against blaspheming the Divine Name. And so it says:
“And he who blasphemes the name of the Lord shall surely be put to
death.” “God” (0'?7x) — this refers to idolatry. And so it says: “You shall
have no other gods.” “Upon the man” (07xn 7v) — this refers to
bloodshed. And so it says: “Whoever sheds the blood of man, etc.”
“Saying” (1nx?7) — this refers to forbidden sexual relations. And so it says:
“Saying: If a man divorces his wife, and she leaves him and becomes
another man’s...”“From every tree of the garden” (120 yv 22n) — [this
implies] and not robbery.“You may surely eat” (72xn 72x) — [this implies]
and not a limb taken from a living animal.
e What set of laws does Rabbi Yochanan find imbedded in this first
commandment?
e What is his motivation and what does this set of laws teach us about
our relationship with “the other?”
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lll. A (Deliberate?) Miscommunication
A. In the Garden
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16 And Hashem God commanded the man, saying: 'Of every tree of the
garden you may certainly eat; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, you shall not eat of it; for in the day that you eat of it you shall
certainly die.
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(1) Now the serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild beasts that the nwn
D'P7X had made. It said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You shall not
eat of any tree of the garden’?”
(2) The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of
the garden.
(3) But concerning the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden,
God has said, “You shall not eat of it, and you shall not touch it, lest you
die.”
(4) The serpent said to the woman, “You shall surely not die.”
(5) “For God knows that on the day you eat of it, your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like divine beings, knowing good and evil.”
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(6) And the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was a
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable as a source of wisdom,
she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave some to her husband who was
with her, and he ate.

B. Perpetuating/Perfecting the Problem
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(4) And Abel, for his part, brought from the firstborn of his flock and from
their choicest portions. And the LORD looked favorably upon Abel and his
offering.
(5) But upon Cain and his offering He did not look favorably. Cain became
very angry, and his face fell.
(6) And the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face
fallen?
(7) Is it not true that if you do well, you will be uplifted? But if you do not
do well, sin crouches at the door; its desire is toward you, but you can
master it.”
(8) And Cain said to Abel his brother. And it was when they were in the
field, and Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.

C. At Sinai
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14 And all the people saw the thunder, and the flames, and sound of the
shofar, and the mountain smoking; and they saw and trembled and stood
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from afar. 15 And they said to Moshe: ‘You speak to us, and we will hear;
and let God not speak to us, lest we die.'
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1 And Hashem spoke to Moshe: 'go, ascend from here, you and the people
whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which | swore
to Avraham, to Yitzchak, and to Yaakov, saying: to your offspring will | give
it -- 2 and | will send before you an angel; and | will drive out the Canaanite,
the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite--
3 To a land flowing with milk and honey: for | will not go up in your midst;
for you are a stiffnecked people; lest | consume you on the way.' 4 And
when the people heard these evil tidings, they mourned; and no one
donned his ornaments.




